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WASHINGTON -- Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) announced                today that the final version of the FY Š99 Transportation Appropriations                legislation includes $1 million for a traffic management initiative                to deal with potential congestion associated with the Coolidge Bridge                restoration project. The FY '99 Transportation Appropriations agreement                is expected to clear the House and be signed by the President next                week.              

Congressman Olver is a member of the House Transportation Appropriation                Subcommittee and included the earmark for the traffic mangment project                in the FY Š99 bill.              

"With the Coolidge bridge expansion project planned to get under                way as soon as next year, we need to be prepared for the short-term                inconvenience and traffic associated with the construction. Hopefully,                this funding will ease concerns by providing regular travelers with                up-to-date information. Obviously, the goal is to make the transition                -- from a bottleneck to a wider bridge -- as smooth as possible,"                Olver said.              

The funding will be used for a traffic operations center at the                University of Massachusetts that will provide both accurate traffic                updates and recommend alternative routes through cable access t.v.,                radio, bulletin boards, signs at traffic and parking areas, internet                web pages, information kiosks, and a telephone hotline.              

The initiative will also work to develop traffic congestion reduction                strategies with the municipalities involved, Peter Pan bus lines,                and the Pioneer Valley Transit Authority (PVTA).              

Earlier this year Rep. Olver was able to secure $9.2 million for                the Coolidge bridge widening project which will relieve the heavy                traffic congestion from the UMass campus, the Towns of Amherst and                Hadley, and the City of Northampton.             
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